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that not without necessity, the rains being so
very heavy as to sap all weak buildings expéscd
to their action, either above, below, or laterally.
When houses are built with what is termed
cutcha, that is, with sun-dried bricks cemented
with mud, and either plastered with the same,
or with mortar, the least crack in the roof, or
the smallest hollow near the foundation, will

teem with danger. The rain which, often for 2 L

whole day, descends in streams, soon gets into

the walls, where it does incalculable mischief: =

many of these houses, whose substance and
gencral appearance should indicate a better fate,
may annually be scen in ruins after a continued
tall of heavy, or of drizzling, but oblique, rain:
the latter is peculiarly unfavorable to such
buildings as are insecurely coated ; it drifts in
under the plaster, damps the mud cement, and
brings down the heavy roofs with a most sono-
rous crash. Few of these cufcha houses are now

to be seen with tarras roofs; such as are so

built for the sake of cheapness, being,‘alr‘nOSt
without exception, intended for thatches, and
thus becoming what we term bungalows. The

natives build sometimes on that kind of half

and half plan, which commonly, in the end,
cheats the contriver. Thus, 1 have seen some,

of a small description, built with cuté;’iq (or s_un? '
dried) bricks for the interior, while the exterior= .
of the wall was made of pucka (or burnt) bricks ;
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