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along the ridge-poles "of thelr stables, and other
out-offices. These being constantly kept full
of water, prove an immense aid towards the
preservation of those buildings on which they
are placed: since, in case of any neighbouring
conflagration, it is easy for one or more persons
to wet the thatch very thoroughly; or they
may rescrve the water until the moment of ex-
igency, to be thrown upon any part that may be
in immediate danger. If the thatch should have
taken fire, so as to render it imprudent for per-
sons to ascend to the pots, they, being rather -
brittle, may always be broken to pieces by
throwing bricks, or clods, &c. at them. Some
gentlemen adopt the precaution, above described,
of plastering the thatches of their out-offices
with mud; but, such a procedure is highly
impolitic, in respect to edifices intended to be
durable ; as the white-ants never fail to visit
such plastered thatches, and to destroy the grass
entirely : sometimes they even eat the timbers.
Tiles certainly offer greater security than
thatches, but they are insufferably hot; causing
every thing placed under them_to: warp, crack
and otherwise o perish : tiled stables are found
to be very injurious to the health of cattle. The
“best plan I ever saw, was to have a coating of -

tiles, laid in mortar, on a thatCh but, for such - -
a mode of constryction, very ‘substaritial tlmbers T

were requisite. 'Ihxs not. only Insured from '
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