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bring the pelvis to the ground: this, which is
termed ¢ splitting,” renders him unable to rise,
or, if raised, to proceed, in consequence of the
violent injury sustained. On such an occasion
the animal’s throat is cut by some good Mussul-
man, who, as he performs that operation, and
during the, time the blood is flowing, recites a
prayer and benediction, whereby the meat,
which is esteemed a great delicacy, is sanctified,
and may be eaten. .

The Syce, or groom, attends but one horse,
and has attached to him an under servant, whose
business it is to provide grass for fodder, and to
do various jobs relating to cleanliness, &ec.:
this may be looked upon as the extent of duty
the latter has to perform while stationary ; but,
when marching, the assistant, or, as he is called,
the Gaus-kot, (i. e. grass-cutter,) has to carry the
pickets, headstall, head and heel ropes, -curry-
combs, cloathing, &c. &c. to the next place of
encampment. The labor is certainly severe, -~
but is undergone, with tolerable alacrity, under
the hope of one day succeeding to the post of syce. -

In every country a good groom is invaluable;

"but if any where more particularly enhancéd, it
certainly is in India: the horses there being in-
variably high spirited, from want of castration,
and often becoming, under the least provoca-
tion, or licence, incorrigibly vicious. - There we

.~ sec gentlemen, when rgouﬁtéd, afraid to approach
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