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":g'féétféx§)ellce to which Europeans, engaged in
“thit pursmt put themsclves, without becoming
more Certain of success.

When'a wh@le is secn within a moderate dis-
tance: 6f thé shore, basking, as they often do
for hdurs together, with little intermission, dur-
ing the heat of the day, the fishermen put off
in their canocs, which are excavated from large
trees, and equipped with out-riggers on cach
side. Genecrally, each canoe: carries from four to
six persons ; but those.which are intended to
approach - the whale, give over their crew, with
the exception of one spearsman, and one pad-
dler, to the other canocs. . ‘

The paddler urges his canoc very gently, until_
within about eight or ten yards of the whale; =
sidling up with extreme caution so as to be pa-
rallel with: its shoulders; this is done- to-avoid -
that lash of the tail which the ﬁ@h mvarmb!y
gives, as he plunges downwards, on feeling the’
spear entu' his flesh. The weapons used on this
occasion are ‘about five feet long, extrcmely,

elastlc,- and loaded at each end w;th iron or

Slte we‘mhts causes thc point, w hth is of non,v

very acute gnd barbed, to wriggle deeper into’

the ﬂcsh : Previous to stnkmg, tue head of thc
- canoe is tumed towards the whale, and a shah




