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“110 . EAST INDIA VADE-MECUM.

hostile cruizers are known to infest the southeri
€o0ast of Africa, it is not uncommon to run
down to the latitude of 38°or 40°, therehy to
avoid those dangers, and to get beyond the in-
fluence of the current, which sets to the wests
ward at the rate of full three miles per hour,
Experience has proved, that, by taking such a
course, the voyage has been quicker than when
the land has been kept in sight. When the Cape
is thus avoided, it will probably be necessary to
procecd by the inner passage to the island of
Johanna. This is supposed to be the best route

that can be followed, by such as are bound to
Bombay ; though the number of shoals, and of
rocks, scattered through the Mozambique Chan-
nel, which separates Madagascar from the Main, -
subjects it to some disrepute. These are, ina
measure, counterbalanced during war time, by::
the danger attendant upon an approach to the
island of Mauritius ; whence the French’ have -
always fitted out a number of pnvateers, that
have done inconceivable mischief among our
shipping in the Indian Scas.

A few vessels touch at St. Aumstme s Bay,
on the west coast of Madagascar; but the =
trcacherous disposition of the natives is a great - _
objection, and causes the generality to pass on .
to Johanna, which is the only island of the *
Comora cluster we have been in the habit of vi- -
siting. The strong current sciting round its =




