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ger, the captain, or one of the officers, reads
the morning service, and eventually a short lec-
ture suited to the audience, consisting of all o
hoard who are not confined by illness. It is not
casy to describe the decency which prevails on
such occasions ; the whole standing bare-headed
on the quarter-deck, and refkaihing from every
act, or look, that might trespass on propriety.
Many sailors, notwithstanding the character
in which they are generally accepted, are of a
very religious disposition, and are easily led by
those who shew a reverence for the church esta:
blishment. Yet, like most persons bred up in
ignorance, they are shamefully superstitious,
and often entertain notions very little short of
those which actuated their ancestors to throw
Jonah overboard, However ridiculous it may
appear, yet it is strictly true, that among hun-
dreds of the bravest tars, one wag may, by whis-
perings, groanings, &c. aided by a white sheet,
and a hollow intonation, create a most disgrace-
ful panic. But our terrestrial population, of cor-
responding rank, can claim no title to laugh at
their peers on the element. The sermon lately
delivered and printed, by the Rev. Isaac Nichol-
son, A. M. Curate of Great Paxton, in the
county of Huntingdon, in consequence of two
attacks on the person of Ann Izzard, a reputed
witch, whereby Alice Russel, who endeavored
to protect that poor woman, was destroyed,.




