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Tur consideration, that great numbers of young
gentlemen proceed to India without the smallest
idea of the customs, &c. peculiar to that country
whither they are adventuring; and, that the want
of some previous instruction has often proved of
the greatest inconvenience ; first induced me to
assume the pen, for the purpose of submitting, to
those under such circumstances, the result of a
long residence in Bengal. When it is under-
stood, that, merely owing to the absence of any
experienced friend, or to the impossibility of
obtaining some publication suited to guide under
a case of no small difficulty, not only many a
guinea, which could perhaps be ill spared, is
thrown away, but many a lasting injury entailed,
little apology need be offered for that earnestness
with which I recommend my volumes to the
attention, not only of those who are about to
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