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»C’ommencement of tke Brmsh Interoourse with Indm and. tke Czrcumstances
of its. Progress, till the Establishment of the. Company on a durable Basis
by.the Act.of the sivth of Queen Anne. :

LITTLE more than two centuries have elapsed since a few Bntlsh merchants Booxk L
humbly solicited from the princes of India permission to traffic in their territories. “—~——"
The British dominion now embraces nearly the whole of that vast region
which extends from Cape Comorin to the mountains of Tibet, and from the
mouths of the Brahmapootra to the sources of the Indus.
-To collect, from its numerous:and scattered sources, the. _informatien necessary. o Object of the
give clear, and accurate ideas.of. this. great empire, and of the tra,nsactlons through work:
“which. it has been acquired, is the object of the present undertakmg It is pro-
posed.: - B c : . :
1. To descnbe the cmcumstances m Wthh the mtercourse of this natlon ‘with
India commernced, and the partlculals of its early progress, -till the exa when it
could: ﬁrst be regal:ded as. placed on a ﬁrm and durable basis:: -

ﬁountryme_r_l had thus begun to transact—of theu: character hlSLOl‘Y, manners,
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