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For much of the post-war era, the study of ‘Overseas Chinese’ was 
dominated by studies of the major Chinese communities of 
Southeast Asia, particularly focusing on their place in trade, 
colonialism and indigenous nationalist movements. Outside of 
Southeast Asia, recognition of local Chinese community heritage 
was largely confined to ‘gold-rush’ archaeology and to studies of 
immigration restrictions in White-settler societies on the Pacific 
Rim. Little attention was paid to the Chinese communities that 
elected to remain and work in White settler societies in the post-gold 
rush era, particularly in Australia 
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